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2011 Reference
Dec. 23 Protests against partisan candidates’ petitions for any office, other than U.S. Congress, must be filed by 4 p.m.

(74 days before primary €lECHION) ....uiiireeiiiiie e e e e r e n e e e e e e e e nnr e e e nanne s R.C. 3513.05

Protests against local option petitions must be filed by 4 p.m. (74 days before primary election)

.......................................................................................................................... R.C. 4301.33, .331, .332, .333, .334, 4305.14

Dec. 27* Write-in candidates for primary election, other than candidates for U.S. Congress, must file declaration of intent by 4 p.m.

(72 days before primary EIECHON) ....viiieeei i r e s r e s r e e e s n e e s p e e e e nr e nnnes R.C. 3513.041
Dec. 30 Declarations of candidacy for partisan candidates for U.S. Congress must be filed by 4 p.m.

(67 days before primary ElECHON) ....uiicueer e e s s e e s s s s e e s a e e e s e b e e s an e e e are e s e nee s snnes Sub. H.B. 369

Nominating petitions for presidential delegates and alternates to a party’s national nominating convention must

be filed by 4 p.m. (67 days before primary €leCtion)........cceoerreererrrrerre e Sub. H.B. 369

Write-in candidates must file declarations of intent to run for U.S. Congress by 4 p.m.

(67 days before primary EIECHION) ... ..ciieriieerii e sn e e Sub. H.B. 369

Protests against write-in candidates, other than candidates for U.S. Congress, must be filed by 4 p.m.

(67 days before primary ElECHION) ...uiiireeieirieiiree s e e e s e s b e e e e sr e e seas e e s sbe e e e nare e s ane e e e re e e e nnreesnnnnes Sub. H.B. 369
2012 Reference
Jan. 1 Applications for absentee ballots for elections held in 2012 may be accepted (primary election applications

for absentee ballots accepted starting DeC. 7, 2011).....cccciirirririe e s R.C. 3509.03, 3511.02
Jan. 4 Boards of elections must certify the validity and sufficiency of partisan candidate petitions for U.S. Congress

and petitions for presidential delegates and alternates to a party’s national nominating convention................... Directive 2011-41
Jan. 6 Boards of elections must schedule a program for instruction of precinct election officials

(within 60 days before primary EleCtiON) ........ceviririirri e e s R.C. 3501.27

Election Administration Plans for March 6 primary must be submitted to Secretary of State’s office

(60 days before primary €leCtiON) .....iiieeereirie i LWV Settlement Agreement

Protests against partisan candidates for U.S. Congress must be filed by noon ...........cecevveeviiiiiiniiiiinns Directive 2011-41

All boards of elections must complete the updating of the county VRS, the SWVRD, and the county’s

voting system central tabulating SYStEM ... ..civiiii e e Directive 2011-41
Jan. 11 Form of official ballots must be certified by Secretary of State to boards of elections..............c.oceeuunnees Directive 2011-41

Board of elections of most populous county of a multi-county congressional district must certify names

of candidates to other boards Of €leCtIONS.........oi i Directive 2011-41
Jan. 21 Uniformed services and overseas absentee voters (UOCAVA) absentee ballots for March 6 primary election

must be ready (45 days before primary €leCtion) ........ccceeierrresiiieeensres s R.C. 3509.01, 3511.04

Boards of elections must update and publish notices of the March 6 primary election by this date, and make the

notices available to federal write-in absentee voters upon request

(no later than 45 days before primary €lECtON).......cviieiiiieirie i e r e s r e nre e nare s R.C. 3511.16
Jan. 24 Boards of elections shall advertise in newspaper(s) the places, dates, times, qualifications, and methods for

voter registration (6 weeks before primary €lection)........cooceireeriiiiie e R.C. 3503.12
Jan. 26 Presidential candidates may withdraw from March 6 primary election by 4 p.m.

(40 days before primary ElECHION) v.vu..viiieeriie e e i eeriie e e e s e e e e s e e e e e s e e s e erar e e e ee e s e e e e esnnnnneeeeennaan R.C. 3513.30
Jan. 31 Non-UOCAVA absentee ballots for March 6 primary election must be ready (35 days before primary election).......... R.C. 3509.01
Feb. 6* Deadline for voter registration for March 6 primary election (30 days before primary election)..........cccceevivevinns R.C. 3503.19
Feb. 15 Deadline to file corrections and challenges to precinct registration lists (20 days before primary election) ................ R.C. 3503.24

Deadline for an elector to challenge qualification of another elector (20 days before primary election) ...........ccccve.... R.C. 3505.19

Committees advocating or opposing issues on March 6 primary election ballot must file by 4 p.m. to be recognized

as a committee to appoint observers (20 days before primary €lection)........cccvvvieeriiien e e R.C. 3505.21
Feb. 21 Boards of elections must prepare precinct voter registration lists (14 days before primary election)........cccccevvrviveeenns R.C. 3503.23
Feb. 24 Deadline for political parties, groups of candidates and recognized issue committees to file notice of

observer appointments (11 days before primary €leCtioN)........ueviceeeiririiiiires e s e sr e err e ennes R.C. 3505.21
Feb. 25 Boards of elections must give public notice of March 6 primary election

(10 days before primary EIECHON) ....uiiiieei e e r e a e e s e e e e e r e e e nnne s R.C. 3501.03
Feb. 27* Certificate to fill vacancy on ballot caused by death of candidate whose name is on March 6 primary ballot in more

than one county must be filed by 4 p.m. (10 days before primary election) ..........ccceeiieiiriiensiie e e R.C. 3513.30
March 1 Certificate to fill vacancy on ballot caused by death of candidate whose name is on the ballot in only one county

must be filed by 4 p.m. (5 days before primary €leCtion) ..........ceecerrerrriierie e s R.C. 3513.30
March 2 Absentee ballots may be voted in person, or applied for in person, at boards of elections until 6 p.m.

(last Friday before primary €leCtON)........cceeererrerreeserrees e rsees e sre s esr s s se s s e e sreesne s e e sresnessressresnesnsens R.C. 3509.03, 3511.02

*Note: In some instances, the statutory deadline falls on a day when the offices of the Secretary of State and boards of elections are closed. In those instances,
the deadlines are extended, pursuant to R.C. 1.14, to the next succeeding day when the appropriate office is open for regular business hours. The preceding
dates reflect the extended deadline. SOS 0504 (12/21/11)


http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.02
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Upload/elections/directives/2011/Dir2011-41.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Upload/elections/directives/2011/Dir2011-41.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Upload/elections/directives/2011/Dir2011-41.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Upload/elections/directives/2011/Dir2011-41.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Upload/elections/directives/2011/Dir2011-41.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.04
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.12
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.12
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.12
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.19
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.24
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.19
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.23
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.30
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.30
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.33
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.331
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.332
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.333
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.334
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4305.14
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.041
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=129_HB_369
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=129_HB_369
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=129_HB_369
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=129_HB_369
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Reference
Applications for absentee ballots to be mailed for March 6 primary election must be received by boards of elections by noon
(3 days before primary EIECHION) ....uuiviiieeeri e re s R.C. 3509.03, .031, .08, 3511.02
Nominating petitions of independent candidates, other than joint candidates for president and vice president, for offices for
which a primary election may be held must be filed by 4 p.m. (day before primary election) .........cceeeererierierrennns R.C. 3513.257
Boards of elections must submit to Secretary of State’s office forms verifying handicapped accessible parking spaces
are designated at each polling location (day before primary election)........c.cev e R.C. 3501.29
Amendments to observer appointments for March 6 primary election must be filed by 4 p.m.
(day before primary @IECHION) ......c.uiiei it e s r e sr e e n e ne e R.C. 3505.21
Primary Election Day Polls are open from 6:30 @.m. t0 7:30 P.M....eviiiiinieeriiee e s e seessree e sssesennessneas R.C. 3501.01, .32
Voter, or voter’s minor child, hospitalized because of medical emergency, voter may apply for absentee
071 (o K= g Lo G 20 0o PP R.C. 3509.08
UOCAVA voters may apply and vote in person at boards of elections office until close of polls ........cccccevviieeriiiiennnnns R.C. 3511.10
Absentee ballots returned in person or via a method other than U.S. mail must be received by the boards of
€lEeCtioNS DY ClOSE OF POIIS .....cuerueriirierterie ettt sttt e e s e s aesaesresr e b e seesr e nesneseannan R.C. 3509.05, 3511.11

Absentee ballots returned by U.S. mail from within the United States must be postmarked no later than
March 5 and received by boards of elections by this date to be counted (10 days after primary election) ... R.C. 3509.05, 3511.11

UOCAVA ballots must be received by boards of elections by this date to be counted

(10 days after primary EIECHON)....... eiiierierreesee e s s b s e e b s sn e s ne s sar e s ene e san e e s neesan e s s ne e s neennee s R.C. 3511.11
Boards of elections may begin official canvass of ballots cast March 6 (11 days after primary election) .................... R.C. 3513.22
Boards of elections must begin official canvass of ballots cast March 6 no later than this date

(15 days after primary €IECHON) ... .. v eeeeereererreeserree s e s e s sre s e e e e e e s e e e e sse e e e sreessesreesaeseesreenesreessesnnessesneens R.C. 3513.22
Boards of elections must complete canvass of ballots cast March 6 no later than this date

(21 days after primary EIECHON) .....cu eiireeree et e e e s n e e sae s sr e e saeesb e s sar e s ene e sar e e nne e e nne e nes R.C. 3513.22

Board of elections of most populous county of a district located in more than one county must transmit

petitions of independent candidates to other boards of elections (not later than the end of the 6th week

after presidential pPrimary €lECHION) ........eeeeeeiiiiiiiir e r e e e e e e s e e e ee s R.C. 3513.262
Boards of elections must prepare and publish notices of Aug. 7 special election by this date, and provide the notices to
federal write-in absentee voters upon request (no later than 100 days before special election)............ccccvve... R.C. 3511.16
March 6 primary election ballots may be discarded, except for federal office, unless ordered held by a court or

the Secretary of State (61 days after primary election) ........cooeviiiiiiiiiiiiii s R.C. 3505.31, 42 USC 1974
Local questions and issues for Aug. 7 special election must be certified to boards of elections by 4 p.m.

(90 days before special €lECTION).......iiiiiirriiei it R.C. 3501.01, .02

Boards of elections must certify independent candidate petitions by this date (no later than the end of the
10th week after presidential primary €leCHION) .......ccuvuieeiiiiiiir e e e e e e e R.C. 3513.262

Protests against independent candidates nominated by petition must be filed by 4 p.m. (end of the
12th week after presidential primary €lECHION) .......ceuuuiie i e e r e et e e e raaa s R.C. 3513.262

Last day for local option petitioners to send street listing to Division of Liquor Control (55 days before
Aug. 8 deadline for filing petitions for Nov. 6 general election) ...........cccvririniniiiiiniiii e R.C. 4301.33, 4305.14

UOCAVA absentee ballots for Aug. 7 special election must be ready (45 days before special election)
Boards of elections must update and publish notices of Aug. 7 special election by this date, and provide
the notices to federal write-in absentee voters upon request (no later than 45 days before special election)...R.C. 3511.
Boards of elections shall advertise in newspaper(s) the places, dates, times, qualifications, and methods

for voter registration (6 weeks before special election)............cuvviiiiiiiiiiii R.C.
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Non-UOCAVA absentee ballots for Aug. 7 special election must be ready (35 days before special election)....R.C. 3509.01
Constitutional amendments or statutes proposed by initiative petitions to be submitted directly to the voters

must be filed with Secretary of State by this date (125 days before general election)............cccuvun... OH Const. II, §§la-1b
Deadline for voter registration for Aug. 7 special election (30 days before special election) .................. R.C. 3503.19
Election Administration Plans for Nov. 6 general election must be submitted to Secretary of State’s office

(120 days before general €leCtioN) ........ceuruiiiiiiiiiie e LWV Settlement Agreement
Committees advocating or opposing issues on Aug. 7 special election ballot must file by 4 p.m. to be recognized

as a committee to appoint observers (20 days before special election) .........cvviiiiiiiiiiieeeii s R.C. 3505.21
Deadline for political parties, groups of candidates and issue committees to file notice of observer appointments (11 days
before special €IECTION) ... iiuuui e, R.C. 3505.21
Boards of elections must give public notice of Aug. 7 special election (10 days before special election) ......... R.C. 3501.03
Boards of elections must prepare and publish notices of the Nov. 6 general election by this date, and

provide the notices to federal write-in absentee votersupon request

(no later than 100 days before general IECHION) ........uueereririereeiiee i e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e eennas R.C. 3511.16

*Note: In some instances, the statutory deadline falls on a day when the offices of the Secretary of State and boards of elections are closed. In those instances,
the deadlines are extended, pursuant to R.C. 1.14, to the next succeeding day when the appropriate office is open for regular business hours. The preceding
dates reflect the extended deadline. SOS 0504 (12/21/11)


http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.031
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.08
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.257
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.257
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.29
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.08
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.22
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.22
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.22
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.262
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.31
http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t41t42+3241+0++%28%29%20%20AND%20%28%2842%29%20ADJ%20USC%29%3ACITE%20AND%20%28USC%20w%2F10%20%281974%29%29%3ACITE
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.262
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.262
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.33
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4305.14
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.12
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.01
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/constitution.cfm?Part=2
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.19
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
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Aug. 3
Aug. 4

Aug. 6

Aug. 7

Aug. 8

Aug. 13*

Aug. 17

Aug. 18

Aug. 20

Aug. 22

Aug. 24

Aug. 27*

Aug. 28

Aug. 31
Sep. 7

Reference

Absentee ballots may be voted in person at boards of elections until 6 p.m.
(last Friday before special €lECHION) .. ...ceeeuuuiiiiieiiiie st a e e e e e s s e e ran e e e eenan R.C. 3509.03, 3511.02

Applications for absentee ballots to be mailed for Aug. 7 special election must be received by noon (3 days before spe-
(ol = [=TotuTo T3 ) F PP T TSP PPPPPPP R.C. 3509.03, .031, .08, 3511.02

Amendments to observer appointments must be filed by 4 p.m. (day before special election)................cccc... R.C. 3505.21
Boards of elections must submit to the Secretary of State’s office by this date forms verifying handicapped

accessible parking spaces are designated at each polling location (day before special election) .................... R.C. 3501.29
Special Election may be held. Polls open from 6:30 @.m. t0 7:30 P.M. ceevvvriuruuiiiiiiienieeee e eeeeeeeeeesnnnnnn R.C. 3501.01, .32
Voter, or voter’s minor child, hospitalized because of medical emergency, voter may apply for absentee

021 o =3B o | G 2 o 4 PP PPN R.C. 3509.08
UOCAVA voter may apply and vote in person at board of elections office until close of polls...........ccccevvvnnee. R.C. 3511.10
Absentee ballots returned in person or via a method other than U.S. mail must be received by the

boards of elections by ClOSE Of POIIS.........cccueriiieeeii e e e e e e e e e R.C. 3509.05, 3511.11
Constitutional amendments proposed by joint resolution of General Assembly to be filed with Secretary of State

by this date (90 days before general €lection).........ccooeriiriierien e OH Const. XVI, §1
Nominating petitions of independent joint candidates for president and vice president must be filed with the

Secretary of State by this date (90 days before general €leCtion) ........cuvvveceeiiiireeriiirer e e R.C. 3513.257
Political parties must certify the names of their joint candidates for president and vice president to the Secretary of State

by this date (90 days before general €leCtioN)........ccceveeiriiiieriie e e re e s R.C. 3505.10

Nominating petitions of candidates in nonpartisan races must be filed by 4 p.m.
(90 days before general @IECHON). ...... urrreiersererseriee s e s e se e s s e e s s e sse e e s sae e saeseesae s essaessssae s sesae e Re s e e s Re e s e eRe e s e nReanesnessne s e nrs
R.C. 1907.13, 3513.259, .263

Local questions and issues for general election, including local option petitions, must be certified to or filed with

Political party or independent candidate nominating committee must certify name of person to fill vacancy
on Nov. 6 general election ballot caused by withdrawal or disqualification of candidate by 4 p.m.

(86 days before general ElECHION).......iirieiiiiii e s e rr s e s e e s rar s s s s e e e e be e s sear e e s s ane e s e reeesnnneesnareeaan R.C. 3513.31
Absentee ballots for Aug. 7 special election returned by U.S. mail from within the United States must

be postmarked no later than Aug. 6 and received byboards of elections by this date to be counted

(10 days after special €IECHION) ......coieiiiiii et e e e e e e e e reene R.C. 3509.05, 3511.11
UOCAVA ballots for Aug. 7 special election must be received by boards of elections by this date to be counted

(10 days after Special @lECHION) .......ueeeereeeeeeeeeeee e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e s s s e r e e e e e e e e e e e e s s e nnnrnnnrrreeaeeeaeeeaaan R.C. 3511.11
Boards of elections may begin official canvass of Aug. 7 special election ballots

(11 days after special €IECHION) ......iviiiiiiieeiirierii e e R.C. 3505.32
Boards of elections must certify the validity and sufficiency of candidate petitions in nonpartisan races

(78 days before general EIECHION).....uiiireeieirie e e e e s s b e s e sr e s s rn e e s e b e e s e nne e sarne e s nreeeenes R.C. 3513.263
Boards of elections must certify validity and sufficiency of nominating petition papers of independent joint candidates

for president and vice president (78 days before general election) ........ccvveerreiiiiiniesses e R.C. 3513.263
Boards of elections must certify the validity and sufficiency of local option petitions

(78 days before general €lection)..........cevereerseriirensee e e R.C. 4301.33, .331, .332, .333, .334, 4305.14
Boards of elections must begin official canvass of Aug. 7 special election ballots no later than this date

(15 days after Special €IECHON) .....ccoiiieererieereereeser e s e e e e s e e r e e e e s e e s e sseesre s e s sreenesreesaesaeesreeeesresnnesnennsenn R.C. 3505.32

Protests against candidates for nonpartisan office must be filed by this date (74 days before general election) ......R.C. 3513.263
Protests against independent joint candidates for president and vice president must be filed by this date

(74 days before general €IECHON). ... ... oveiirieererie e e e e e e e r e e e nn e e R.C. 3513.263
Protests against local option petitions must be filed by 4 p.m.

(74 days before general €leCtion).......c.iceireerireriiereiree e e R.C. 4301.33, .331, .332, .333, .334, 4305.14
Write-in candidates must file declarations of intent by 4 p.m. (72 days before general €lection)..........cccuvvrverninnieesinnseesieessnens
R.C. 3513.041

Boards of elections must complete canvass of ballots cast in Aug. 7 special election no later than this date

(21 days after SPECial EIECHION) ..viuvrerireereiresiereessire e s s sre s s e s e e e e e sre s s s s e e s e be e e sease s s aane e e e beeesanseessnneesesreesnnneesannnnnan R.C. 3505.32
Form of official Nov. 6 general election ballots must be certified by Secretary of State to boards of elections

(70 days before general €IECHON).......uiiriiiieriie e e e s r e s s sr e sre e sr e s s e e s ne e ne e re e e nnes R.C. 3505.01
Board of elections of most populous county of a multi-county subdivision must certify names of all candidates for

general election ballot to other boards of elections (70 days before general election) .........ccveerivrierrnsiersesieeseneens R.C. 3505.01

Protests against write-in candidates for general election must be filed by 4 p.m. (67 days before general election) .. R.C. 3513.041

Boards of elections must schedule a program for instruction of precinct election officials
(within 60 days before general €IECHION) .. c.viiviiiiirierrer e nares R.C. 3501.27

*Note: In some instances, the statutory deadline falls on a day when the offices of the Secretary of State and boards of elections are closed. In those instances,
the deadlines are extended, pursuant to R.C. 1.14, to the next succeeding day when the appropriate office is open for regular business hours. The preceding
dates reflect the extended deadline. SOS 0504 (12/21/11)


http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.031
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.08
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.29
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.08
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/constitution.cfm?Part=16&Section=01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.257
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/1907.13
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.259
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.263
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/731.28
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/731.29
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.33
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.331
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.333
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.334
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4305.14
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.31
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.263
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.263
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.33
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.331
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.332
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.333
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.334
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4305.14
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.263
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.263
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.33
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.331
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.332
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.333
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.334
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4305.14
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.041
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.041
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.27
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Sep. 22

Sep. 25

Oct. 2
Oct. 7

Oct. 9*
Oct. 17

Oct. 23
Oct. 26

Oct. 27
Oct. 28

Oct. 29%*

Nov. 1*

Nov. 2
Nov. 3

Nov. 5

Nov. 6

Nov. 7

Nov. 16

Nov. 17
Nov. 21

Nov. 27
Dec. 13

Dec. 22

Reference
UOCAVA ballots for Nov. 6 general election must be ready (45 days before general election)........cccoeeererieerernennnes R.C. 3511.04
Boards of elections must update and publish notices of Nov. 6 general election and provide the notices to federal
write-in absentee voters upon request(no later than 45 days before general election) ..........ccecerievrieniensieesseennne, R.C. 3511.16
Boards of elections shall advertise in newspaper(s) the places, dates, times, qualifications, and methods for
voter registration (6 weeks before general €lECHON) ....v.cvvviiirieer i R.C. 3503.12
Non-UOCAVA absentee ballots for Nov. 6 general election must be ready (35 days before general election)............. R.C. 3509.01
Aug. 7 special election ballots may be discarded, except for federal office, unless ordered held by a court or
the Secretary of State (61 days after special election) .........ccocerrriiiie R.C. 3505.31, 42 USC 1974
Deadline for voter registration for Nov. 6 general election (30 days before general election)..........c..cceeunee. R.C. 3503.19
Deadline to file corrections and challenges to precinct registration lists (20 days before general election)................. R.C. 3503.24
Deadline for an elector to challenge qualification of another elector for general election
(20 days before general €lECHION).......uiiireireesireesee st see s e e e s b e s b e s re e sb e e snnesare e s reeer e e reesneennnas R.C. 3505.19
Committees advocating or opposing issues on Nov. 6 ballot must file by 4 p.m. to be recognized as a committee
to appoint observers (20 days before general €lection).........uecr e s R.C. 3505.21
Boards of elections must prepare precinct voter registration list for general election
(14 days before general €IECHON). ... ... ccerrerreererrerrerseeseesessee s e ssee s e e see s e e sresseesseseesreeeesaeessssreessesaessressesresssesneensenn R.C. 3503.23
Deadline for political parties, groups of candidates and issue committees to file notice of observer appointments
(11 days before general €IECHION). ... ..uuiierrir e sr e sr e sne e sn e e n e e ne e nne s R.C. 3505.21
Boards of elections must give public notice of Nov. 6 election (10 days before general election)..........cceevrveererienne. R.C. 3501.03
Boards of elections must prepare and publish notices of Feb. 5, 2013 special elections by this date and provide the
notices to federal write-in absentee voters upon request(no later than 100 days before special election) ................. R.C. 3511.16
Certificate to fill vacancy on Nov. 6 general election ballot caused by death of candidate nominated at primary election
whose name is on ballot in more than one county must be filed by 4 p.m. (10 days before general election)............... R.C. 3513.31
Certificate to fill vacancy on Nov. 6 general election ballot caused by death of independent or nonpartisan candidate
prior to Oct. 27 (10 days before general election) must be filed by 4 p.m. (5 days before general election) ............... R.C. 3513.31
Certificate to fill vacancy on Nov. 6 general election ballot caused by death of candidate nominated at primary
election whose name is on ballot in only one county must be filed by 4 p.m. (5 days before general election).......... R.C. 3513.31
Absentee ballots may be voted in person, or applied for in person, at boards of elections until 6 p.m.
(last Friday before general €IECHON) ... ...euicirer e i e s e s e s sar s s s e e s s e e e e nas e s s nase e e s bneesnnreesnanneas R.C. 3509.03
Applications for absentee ballots to be mailed must be received by boards of elections by noon
(3 days before general EIECtION) .....uuviiieeriiiiie e e e R.C. 3509.03, .031, .08, 3511.02
Amendments to observer appointments must be filed by 4 p.m. (day before general election) .........c.cccvvviiiviiennnns R.C. 3505.21
Boards of elections must submit to the Secretary of State’s office by this date forms verifying handicapped accessible
parking spaces are designated at each polling location (day before general election)..........cccecevvievrieeninniieniiennenns R.C. 3501.29
General Election Day. Polls are open from 6:30 @.m. t0 7:30 P.M. .vvivierieeiiirniressiessssesssesssressseesssesssesssensns R.C. 3501.01, .32
Voter, or voter’s minor child, hospitalized because of medical emergency, voter may apply for absentee ballots
8] 01 8o 1 o PP R.C. 3509.08
UOCAVA voters may apply and vote in person at boards of elections offices until close of polls.........c.cceeerierrerienne R.C. 3511.10
Absentee ballots returned in person or via a method other than U.S. mail must be received by the boards of
€leCtionS DY ClOSE OF POIIS ....ceueeveruiriirtirie ittt r e sb e b e seesr e b e seesr e e e neneanean R.C. 3509.05, 3511.11
Local questions and issues for Feb. 5, 2013 special election must be certified to or filed with boards of
elections by 4 p.m. (90 days before special election) .......cccvveceeriiier s ———— R.C. 731.28, .29, 3501.02
Applications for absentee ballots for Feb. 5, 2013 special election may be accepted..............cccueeeee R.C. 3509.03, 3511.02
Absentee ballots for general election returned by U.S. mail from within the United States must be postmarked
no later than Nov. 5 and received by boards of elections by this date to be counted
(10 days after general €lECHION) .. cvuicei i e s ase e b s e e sr e e e re e nes R.C. 3509.05, 3511.11
UOCAVA ballots for general election must be received by boards of elections by this date to be counted
(10 days after general €IECHON) . ... i e e e e r e e sae e e e sre e sne e e s sre s e sreenre s e e nenneea R.C. 3511.11
Boards of elections may begin official canvass of general election ballots (11 days after general election) ................ R.C. 3505.32
Boards of elections must begin official canvass of general election ballots no later than this date
(15 days after general €IECHON) .....uuiei i e s s e s s e s e e e re e e e s r e e e ne e re e s ne e e nares R.C. 3505.32
Boards of elections must complete canvass of general election ballots no later than this date
(21 days after general @lECHON) ... . rieeeere e e e e sse s e sre s e sae s nesae e nne s e e ne e e e rennenneen R.C. 3505.32
Last day for certain local option petitioners to send street listings to Division of Liquor Control
(55 days before Feb. 6, 2013 petition filing deadline for May 7, 2013 primary election) ........ccccceeervireessieessinenn. R.C. 4301.33, 4305.14
Boards of elections must update and publish notices of February 5, 2013 special election by this date and
provide the notices to federal write-in absentee voters upon request
(no later than 45 days before special €IECHON) ....uiiiveeeiiireiiiries s sre e sre e snnr e e srneean R.C. 3511.16

*Note: In some instances, the statutory deadline falls on a day when the offices of the Secretary of State and boards of elections are closed. In those instances,
the deadlines are extended, pursuant to R.C. 1.14, to the next succeeding day when the appropriate office is open for regular business hours. The preceding
dates reflect the extended deadline. SOS 0504 (12/21/11)


http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.04
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.12
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.31
http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t41t42+3241+0++%28%29%20%20AND%20%28%2842%29%20ADJ%20USC%29%3ACITE%20AND%20%28USC%20w%2F10%20%281974%29%29%3ACITE
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.19
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.24
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.19
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.23
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.31
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.31
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3513.31
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.031
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.08
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.21
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.29
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.08
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/731.28
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/731.29
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.05
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.32
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.33
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4305.14
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
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2013 Reference
Jan. 1 Applications for absentee ballots for elections held in 2013 may be accepted (primary election applications for

absentee ballots accepted starting NOV. 7, 2012) ...ccicceeriierersieeesseesssseesssseessssesssssssssssesssssesssssssssssessans R.C. 3509.03, 3511.02
Jan. 6 November 6, 2012 general election ballots, except for federal office, may be discarded unless ordered held by a

court or the Secretary of State (61 days after general election) .........cccocvrierniinnen R.C. 3505.31, 42 USC 1974
Jan. 7* Deadline for voter registration for Feb. 5 special election (30 days before special election) ..........ccueerierrerienne. R.C. 3503.19

Last day for local option petitioners contesting community facility to send street listings to Division of

Liquor Control (30 days before Feb. 6, 2013 petition filing deadline for May 7, 2013 primary election)........... R.C. 4301.334
Jan. 27 Boards of elections must prepare and publish notices of the May 7, 2013 primary elections by this date and

provide the notices to federal write-in absentee voters upon request

(no later than 100 days before primary EIECHION) ........c.erieererierserieesersrese e s e e e e e s e nesnens R.C. 3511.1

Recounts and Election Contests

Application for a recount must be filed not later than 5 days after official results are declared..........ccccceevrierreriennne

A petition contesting an election must be filed in the appropriate court within 15 days after the official results
are declared or, if a recount of the election is conducted, within 10 days after the official results of a
(Yoo 0T 1= T (= (=T = =Y PSP R.C.
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2012 Campaign Finance Calendar

Jan. 21 Secretary of State and boards of elections must send notice to candidates required to file annual campaign
LT @ S = 0 o] SRRSO P O PEPSPRPROS R.C. 3517.11

Jan. 31 Annual campaign finance reports must be filed by certain candidates, political action committees, caucus committees
(legislative campaign funds) and political parties by 4 p.m. (last business day of Jan. detailing contributions
and expenditures through DEC. 31, 2011 .....ueiiiiiei i s e e s sre e e st e s e ne e s sbe e e e nar e e snanressnneean R.C. 3517.10

Feb. 13 Secretary of State and boards of elections must send notice to candidates to file pre-election campaign
L= 10 3 (= 00 T R.C. 3517.11

Feb. 23 Pre-primary election campaign finance reports must be filed by candidates, political action committees, caucus
ommittees (legislative campaign funds) and political parties by 4 p.m. (12 days before primary election) detailing
contributions and expenditures through Feb. 15, 2012 (20 days before primary election) ...........cceeeierierierieeneninnnns R.C. 3517.10

April 3 Secretary of State and boards of elections must send notice to candidates to file post-primary election campaign
L= LA TOL TN £ 00 ) £ PP R.C. 3517.11

April 13 Post-primary election campaign finance reports must be filed by candidates, political action committees, caucus
committees (legislative campaign funds) and political parties by 4 p.m. (38 days after primary election) detailing
contributions and expenditures through April 6, 2012 (the 7th day before the report is filed).......cccvoiniriiniieninene R.C. 3517.10

July 21 Secretary of State and boards of elections must send notice to candidates required to file semiannual campaign
LT T@ S = 0 o] SRR PRP PSP R.C. 3517.11

July 31 Semiannual campaign finance reports must be filed by certain candidates, political action committees, caucus
committees (legislative campaign funds), and political parties by 4 p.m. (last business day of July) detailing
contributions and expenditures through JUNE 30, 2012........ccueeiiiiiiiirie e sre s s rnn e e s sreeean R.C. 3517.10

Oct. 15 Secretary of State and boards of elections must send notice to candidates to file pre-general election campaign
LT 0 S (= 0o SRRSO R.C. 3517.11

Oct. 25 Pre-general election campaign finance reports must be filed by candidates, political action committees, caucus
committees (legislative campaign funds), and political parties by 4 p.m. (12 days before general election) detailing
contributions and expenditures from the last day reflected in the previous report through Oct. 17, 2012
(20 days before general EIECHON) ... .uueiireiiireiieeesee s s see e s e s e s e e s e e s s s s e e s e e s ese s sse e sas e e nse s saneessseenanesanessasesennesneesaneann

Dec. 4 Secretary of State and boards of elections must send notice to candidates to file post-general election campaign

L= 10 = = 00 TN R.C. 3517.11
Dec. 14 Post-general election campaign finance reports must be filed by candidates, political action committees, caucus

committees (legislative campaign funds), and political partiesby 4 p.m. (38 days after general election) detailing

contributions and expenditures through Dec. 7, 2012 (the 7th day before the report is filed).........ccoverieereriernieninnnns R.C. 3517.10
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*Note: In some instances, the statutory deadline falls on a day when the offices of the Secretary of State and boards of elections are closed. In those instances,
the deadlines are extended, pursuant to R.C. 1.14, to the next succeeding day when the appropriate office is open for regular business hours. The preceding
dates reflect the extended deadline. SOS 0504 (12/21/11)


http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3509.03
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.31
http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t41t42+3241+0++%28%29%20%20AND%20%28%2842%29%20ADJ%20USC%29%3ACITE%20AND%20%28USC%20w%2F10%20%281974%29%29%3ACITE
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3503.19
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4301.334
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3511.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3515.02
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3515.09
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.10
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.11
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.10

